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Yearn for a Better Country!
I.  A country with stability
II.   A country you can call “home”
 
Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.  2 This is what the ancients were commended for.  3 By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible. 8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going.  9 By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise.  10 For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God.  11 By faith Abraham, even though he was past age—and Sarah herself was barren—was enabled to become a father because he considered him faithful who had made the promise.  12 And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore.  13 All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance. And they admitted that they were aliens and strangers on earth.  14 People who say such things show that they are looking for a country of their own.  15 If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return.  16 Instead, they were longing for a better country—a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them. 
 
In your opinion, what is a great opportunity?  Certainly being selected by NASA to fly on a shuttle and spend a few days at the International Space Station is a great opportunity.  America is often called the land of opportunity.  That’s why we have so many immigrants coming to our country.  They come seeking the American dream; the dream of owning a two story house with a pair of BMW’s sitting in the two-and-a-half car garage, 2.5 kids, and $2 million job.  All of that is a possible in our country.  I think that America is the land of opportunity from a spiritual point of view.  In Saudi Arabia for example, I might be put to death for going door-to-door taking a religious survey and asking folks to come to Faith Lutheran Church.  In America, I have the freedom to share the good news of the Savior of the world to those who do not know him.  There is great opportunity to reach a large number of unchurched folks right here in Radcliff.  
 
As much as I love America and cherish the freedoms that thousands of men and women have sacrificed their lives for and are now defending, our country isn’t perfect.  We have good, honest politicians, and then there are those greedy politicians who squander our tax money.  America has police officers who work hard to serve and protect, but then there are also corrupt cops.  We have a fair judicial system, but the system doesn’t always work.  
 
What if I told you there is a country whose leader is an excellent public speaker, there are no skeletons in his closet, in this country there is no corruption in the government, no arguing between political parties, a country where you are rich beyond your wildest dreams, a health care system so advanced that no one becomes sick and no one dies, a country where there are no fitness gyms because all the citizens have perfect bodies.  When does the next plane leave?  Such a country exists.  It the country described in our lesson from letter to the Hebrews.  Abraham and the Old Testament patriarchs, the great believers, yearned for such a country.  This morning the Holy Spirit encourages you to yearn for that same better country: a country with stability, and a country you can call home.   
 
I.  A country with stability
In the Old Testament the great patriarchs Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were millions, yet they did not live in mansions.  They lived in tents.  By trade they were ranchers.  Someone who is in the business of raising livestock needs to have the flexibility to pick up and move his entire household to wherever the best pastureland is found.  There was no sense of permanence in their lifestyle.  Perhaps the nature of your job requires you to pick up and move quite often, especially if you are an active duty soldier.  Even when a soldier PCS’s (has a permanent change of station), a sense of permanency within the family structure may not be felt.  
 
Whether or not you have had this experience in life, I think that many people who live in America may feel unstable.  The stock market was going up and now it’s going down.  The housing market was sky-rocketing, now it’s dropping out.  Job security is not.  Gas prices go up and down.  You never know what will happen with your health.  But imagine if you were living in Iraq, Afghanistan or Darfur.  You wouldn’t be so concerned about if your stock was going to post a profit this quarter, but if you were going to live the next day.      
 
It doesn’t matter which country you live in.  There will be a certain amount of instability.  Natural disasters, a tornado ripped through Brooklyn, earthquakes, floods, global warming…  Wouldn’t it be nice to live in a country where there were no natural disasters, no terrorists’ threats, a country where you wouldn’t even have to be anxious about your health?  In vs10 the author to the Hebrews says that the great patriarch was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God.  As a congregation we have set a goal for ourselves.  We want to build a new worship facility in two years on our property.  Once that building is up we will have a sense of permanency in the community.  But that building will neither be permanent nor stable.  The foundation could settle and cause the cement floors and the walls to crack.  The wood could rot out.  A tornado could come through and knock it all down.  But a building whose designer and builder is the LORD is built to last forever.  He is preparing that better country for you right now in heaven.  There will be no terrorist threats, no natural disasters, no worries about health or death.  
 
But perhaps the greatest blessing will be the stability you have in your relationship with your Heavenly Father.  At one time this relationship was not so good.  When you were born you inherited a sinful nature from your parents.  That made you at odds with your Father.  You were enemies with him (Rom 8:7).  You wanted nothing to do with him.  You had no desire to please him.  But then the Father sent his Son to reconcile you to himself (2Cor 5:18-21).  That means that the Son changed your status from sinner to saint, from enemy to friend.  The Son accomplished this alteration at your Baptism.  He took your sinful nature and drowned it in his holy, precious blood.  In its place he created a new person, who wants to live before the Father in righteousness and purity.  This new person wants to do the Father’s will.  Here on earth, even your best works are tainted with sin.  But in the new better country, that the Father is building for you, your will will be in harmony with his.  You will always want to do what he asks, because in that better country, there will be no sinful nature trying to sway you to not listen to the Father.  Yes, that better country will be a country of stability.  Yearn for that better country, a country of stability, a country you can call “home.”  
II.   A country you can call “home”

If you were not born in Kentucky, how long after you moved to the commonwealth did it take before you could call it “home”?  When you leave on a vacation and come back, and cross the Ohio River do you say, “Ah, we’re home?”  Or do you still drive back to mom and dad’s and say, “We’re going home this weekend?”  Abraham was originally from Mesopotamia, present day Iraq.  The LORD called him one day and told him to pack up everything he had and to go to the land of Canaan, present day Israel.  That’s a long ways from home.  And when he arrived, the LORD promised him that his descendants would one day inherit the land of Canaan.  But as long as Abraham lived on the land, there were other nations and tribes living there.  So Abraham really didn’t have a home.  He longed for a place to call home.  
 
In vs13-14 the writer says, “All these people were still living by faith when they died.”  All these people were the great believers of the Old Testament.  They did not receive the things promised.”  The things promised were the nice chunk of real estate and the promise of a Messiah who would be born from their family tree.  They only saw them and welcomed them from a distance.  Even though many of these believers never saw their descendents inherit the Promised Land, and none of them saw the Savior, they did see it, through the eyes of faith.  And they admitted that they were aliens and strangers on earth.  When Abraham’s wife Sarah died, he had to go the Hittites and ask to purchase a piece of property so he could bury her.  He admitted to the Hittites that he was an alien in a foreign land (Gen 23), even though the LORD had said to him, “This land shall be yours.”  But Abraham never called it home.  14 People who say such things show that they are looking for a country of their own.”  Abraham was looking past the promise of the land of Canaan and looking forward to the better country, heaven.    
 
Are you happy with the place you call home?  I would guess that most people are not happy with the way they talk about home.  You would like a bigger home, more space.  Or maybe you complain that your home is too big, the kids have moved out and you don’t need all that room anymore.  You would like a bigger lot, maybe a few acres on which you could hunt and fish?  Or maybe you complain that you have too much land and it’s too much of a hassle to manage.  Sometimes we find ourselves in with the problem of focusing too much to what we have down here and forget to reach for what we have waiting for us up there.  We become so earthly minded that we forget where our true home is and where our true treasure is.  We love to sing the hymn, “I’m but a stranger here, heaven is my home,” yet the reality is different.  Our eyes which should be raised heavenward are riveted on earth.  Our feet which should be marching toward Canaan’s shores are mired in earth’s swamps.  Our hands that should be reaching for eternal treasures are wrapped around gaudy marbles.  Our backs that should be straining in effort for the kingdom are bent over in valueless pursuit of earthly wealth and gain.  We are so concerned, spend so much time --- it’s not your real home.
 
By faith Abraham and the patriarchs of the Old Testament recognized this fact.  They lived in tents their whole lives.  The land they slept on wasn’t even theirs!  They longed for a place to call home.   This is why the Holy Spirit has given us these Old Testament stories, to encourage us.   These men and women all died without receiving the things promised to them, the land and a Savior.  Yet they died knowing he would come on earth, knowing he would die and rise for them.  You and I are in a similar situation.  I know that there are a few of you who are very old.  But none of you have seen Jesus, none of you have felt his embrace or shook his hand and said, “How do you do?”  But we have seen him through the eyes of faith.  That’s what faith is, being sure of what we hope and being certain of what we do not see (vs1).  
 
Faith sees Christ lying in a manger.  Faith sees Jesus living a sin-free life in your place.  Faith sees Jesus being heavenly-minded all the time.  And he was, wasn’t he?  If you read the Gospel accounts, Jesus always talked about how “the kingdom of heaven is like, the kingdom of God is like, I want to be with my Father, etc.”  Jesus had to be heavenly minded because you and I are stuck focusing on this world.  But Jesus took that perfect life of his and gave it to you.  Faith sees Jesus hanging on the tree.  Faith sees Jesus hanging his head and died, in your place.  Faith receives the forgiveness Jesus purchased on the cross.  Faith sees Jesus rising from the dead three days later.  Faith sees Jesus securing your eternal glory in heaven.  Faith sees heaven and yearns for it.  Faith longs for that day when you will pass the threshold of death to life, and you will say, “Ah, I finally home.”  
 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the prophets, Job, King David, the apostles Paul, Peter and John, and the whole host of witnesses in the Bible speak to you and encourage you to long for heavenly home.  “Press on,” they say, “It’s worth waiting for.  The God you trust is absolutely reliable.  He means what he says and does what he promises. He said that heaven is your home and there you shall surely stand, there at his own right hand.  He means it.  Believe it.”  Yearn for that better country, a country with stability, a country you can call home.  Amen. 
 
 
 


Moody friends. Drama queens. Your life? Nope! - their life, your story.
Play Sims Stories at Yahoo! Games. 
